
By Kristina Halvorson
SAPSA

Happy holidays, everyone! This will be our 
last newsletter of 2016—always hard to 
believe how quickly the years slip by.

Thanks to everyone who was able to attend 
the parent-teacher conferences. Your 
involvement with the kids’ studies and 
classroom activities is one of the biggest 
gifts you can give, both to your children 
and their teachers. Good work, grown-ups!

Have you walked past the lost-and-found 
pile lately? It’s growing bigger by the day! 
Please stop by for a few minutes to ee if 
you recognize a glove, hat, sweater or 
jacket. (We even have a few stray boots!)

Although it’s late in coming this year, our 
Minnesota winter weather will certainly 
arrive. You can keep an eye on school start 
times and closings at kare11.com/closings. 
For more information about the St. Paul 
Public School District 2016-17 Winter Plan, 
visit spps.org/winter.

SAPSA still desperately needs volunteers! 
If you can help out for just a few fun hours 
a month, please let us know. (A few of our 
board members are doing double-duty!) 
Contact Anita Severt at akord01@gmail.com 
for ideas on how you can pitch in.

Reminder that the SAP winter break will be 
from Dec. 22 through Jan. 2. We hope you 
have a joyous holiday season, full of fun times 
with family and friends. See you in 2017!
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Everyone’s just moving right along
The Pumpkin Fun Run kicked off the annual Fall Festival. It was a successful fundraiser. Thanks to all who helped, Page 3.

DRIVE SAFELY
Snow has arrived! 
Please remember to treat 
Scudder/Gordon/Langford as a 
one-way street during drop-off 
and pick-up to keep the traffic 
flow moving and students safe. 
Unload on the curbside only. 
Also, do not park or pause in the 
bus loading area during arrival or 
departure. 
Together, we will keep our kids 
safe.

http://kare11.com/closings
http://kare11.com/closings
http://spps.org/winter
http://spps.org/winter


Dear Families, 

Thank you for participating in conferences 
this November. I saw many parents leaving 
the school with big smiles on their faces. SAP 
teachers said that it was great to connect 
with each family: to show them their child’s 

progress and then team together for 
continued success. When a child knows that 
school is a priority for his family he will 
make it his priority, too. 

Our children were given a challenge last 
month and came through with flying colors. 
The recess balls kept disappearing. We used 
SAPSA funds to buy 20 new balls and 
challenged the children not to lose a single 
one before Thanksgiving. We made a plan for 
taking care of the equipment, student leaders 
volunteered to take charge and the children 
did it; all of the balls are still here and ready 
for play. Congratulations kids! 

One of the things that visitors to St. Anthony 
Park comment on, is the way our children 
are treated by the staff, families and 
community: with respect and kindness. It is 
true. Walk the halls, peek into the 
classrooms, check out the library and even 
the office and you’ll see it too. The chalk 
drawings from parents on our sidewalks a 
couple of weeks ago were like icing on our 
cake. Thank you to everyone for providing 
our kids with this happy and nurturing place 
of learning. 

My door is always open, 
Ann Johnson 

Principal’s 
column

Ann 
Johnson
ann.johnson@spps.org
651-298-8735 
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Courtney Oleen
SAP Elementary

 
Would you like to participate as a "docent" 
during art times in February? The 
program is called Art Adventure. 

It’s a program that engages students with 
artworks from the Minneapolis Institute of 
Art’s collection. Through the support of 
thousands of trained volunteers, Art 
Adventure brings visual arts into K-6 
classrooms across Minnesota and beyond. 
The program encourages creativity, 
critical thinking and global awareness 
through in-depth explorations of art 
across various cultures and time periods. 
Art Adventure is an opportunity for 
students to experience art up close and in 
person through reproductions, technology 
and touch and feel props.

The kids love the close up involvement 
with chosen artworks and really engage in 
discussion as we investigate this year's set, 
called Sources of Strength. You can learn 
more about our set at artsmia.org and find 
the Art Adventure link.

Training will entail one 2.5 hour docent-
led session at the museum in January. For 
more information or to sign up please 
contact me by email, 
courtney.oleen@spps.org, or phone 
651-744-3749.

Help out with 
Art Adventure

Did you know that when children get 
physical activity before class, they are 
more on task and fidget less? Walking is a 
great way to get in some of that physical 
activity before school starts. Walking 
reduces stress and increases creativity, 
both of which will help a child’s 
performance at school.

We are encouraging SAP families to make 
Wednesdays a walk, bike or roll to school 
day. Each Wednesday, until winter break, 
will be an official walk, bike or roll to 
school day.

How can you participate?

If you are a family that normally drives 
your child to school, consider choosing a 
place where you can park and walk to the 
building.

All buses will drop-off students at the 
intersection of Blake and Langford, 
giving kids who ride the bus a chance to 
get a walk in before entering the 
building. 

Join us in making Walk to School 
Wednesdays a success!

Walk, bike or roll to 
school on Wednesdays

mailto:ann.johnson@spps.org
mailto:ann.johnson@spps.org
http://artsmia.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://artsmia.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:courtney.oleen@spps.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:courtney.oleen@spps.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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The Fall Festival was a complete success!  
We are so grateful for the help of all our 
volunteers: Anne Aarness • Maryan 
Abukar • Faduma Ali • Tenisha Allen • 
Angie Anderson • Emily Anderson • 
Yesenia Anderson • Rashi Arora • Jacquie 
Avery • Jansi Rani Balasubramanian • 
Andrea Banat • Jacqueline Baronian • 
Josh Becerra • Kenny Beckman • Maja 
Beckstrom • Erica Bentley • Wendy Berg 
• Alex & Kerry Bollman • Elizabeth Borer 
• Bruno Bornsztein • Tonya Boschmann • 
Roen Bougie • Chris Boulton • Hilary 
Brasel • Briana Brausen • Garrett Bucko 
• Mary Callahan Schreiber • Becky 
Cantellano • Liz Cappiello • Juliette 
Cherbuliez • Dan Clark • Kurt Clark • 
Frannie Commers • Kristin Coyle • Abigail 
Crouse • Jennifer Culver • Peg Dahl • 
Norazira Daim • Carrie Davenport • 
Audrey  Di Girolamo • Jill & Claire 
Driscoll • Sonia Ellis • Gina & Dan 
Fabiano • Sara Frailich • Mo Freberg • 
Deb Freedman • Cristy Gaffney • Anna 
Gaudio • Wendy Gordon • Jenny 
Granovsky • Marisol Guevara • Neza 
Guevara • Matt & Melissa Haas/Williams 
• Kristina Halvorson • Bobbi-Jo Hannu • 
Angieline Hansen • Colleen Hansen • 

Dunya Hashem • Jihan & Abdirashid 
Hassan/Said • Hannah Hausman • Chris 
Havens • Mary Holm • Anna Houle • Ann 
Impullitti • Marit Isaacson • Kari & Aaron 
Jensen • Kolb Jeremy • Shirley & 
Reynaldo Jonas/Ryles • Fiona Juarez-
Sweeney • Michelle Kantor • Beth Kary • 
Laura Kennedy • Andrea Kisch • Jeremy 
Kolb • Nancy & Jerry Kolb • Dina 
Kountoupes • Jennifer & Katherine Kozak 
• Venkatramana Krishna • Coco Le • 
Bridget Lee • Mary Clare Lindsley • Katie 
& Matt Loth • Ronnie Maas • Corbin 
March • Mckeighan Marie • Jenny 
Martineau • Jamie Mason • Molly & Nate 
McClure • Andrew McNattin • Jenny 
McNattin • Jonna Meidal • Christine 
Melko • Dylan Millet • Gena Mitchell • 
Gary Mortensen • Jennifer Morton • 
Chris Murray • Lisa Needels • Jana 
Nelson • Morgan Nichols • Lauren Nietz • 
Jane Novak • Courtney Oleen • Jen & Jeff 
Olsen Krengel • Amanda Olson de Castillo 
• Tom Ososki • Karen Paulsen • Gail 
Pedersen • Bee Peterson • Katie Pfaff • 
Nichola Phillips • Angie Pierach • Amy, 
Derek, Oliver & Julia Pletch • Beth 
Podtburg • Marcia Prasch • Jill Prinsen • 
Cynthia Putz-Yang • Emma Quie • Lauren 

Renner • Michelle Riehle • Sarah & Jess 
Roberts • Mark Robinson • Allie 
Rognerud • Katja & Doug Rowell • Denise 
Royal • Fermin Ruesga • Lisa Sackreiter • 
Julie Salters • Emily Schilling • Luree & 
Leon Schneider/Hsu • Brad Schwie • Tina 
Schwie • Eric Seabury • Deanna 
Seppanen •  Anita Severt • Erik Skjon • 
Stephanie Snyder • Lee Sohye • Brian 
Sorensen • Joanne Spencer • Arielle 
Steingraber • Amber & Drew Stevenson • 
Magda Stolarska • Deena Strohman • Tom 
Tangney • Patricia Tarver • Emily Taylor 
• Becky Tennison • Stacy Theien-Collins • 
Nora Thomey • Tara Thompson • Brandy 
Toner • Frida Tosi • Amy Treeful • Rasa 
Troup • Mike Turnure • Kari Van 
Schyndel • Jennifer Voegele • Dominick & 
Summer Washington/Martins • Susan 
Webster • Cara Wilson • Carolyn Witt • 
Jen, Allie & Grandma Wittes • Bethany 
Wolff • Kabao Yang-Lochungvu • Tony 
Zampogna • Ren Zhe and all the Murray 
and SAP Elementary students who 
jumped in to help too! 
We also want to send a special thank you 
to Principal Ann Johnson, our custodians, 
teachers and staff who helped make the 
day a success.

Thank you 
Fall Festival volunteers

Grace and Josephine  
It’s Your World Club

Thanks to donations from students in all 
grades, the fifth-grade It’s Your World 
group collected exactly 587 pounds of food 
and personal care items. Our goal was 500 
pounds. We donated all of it to Keystone 
Community Services.

Another thank you to all of the fifth-
graders who helped rake yards of two 
seniors served by St. Anthony Park Area 
Seniors on Nov. 10 and 13 during recess. 

We got a letter from one of the residents 
whose yard was raked. She is 83 years old 
and appreciates the help to her and to the 
environment.

Also thank you if you are wearing a safety 
pin. You are showing that you are 
welcoming to all and safe to hang around 
with. Know that you help our community 
in a positive way.

Books and literacy will be a focus in the 
coming weeks. Stay tuned for ways to 
participate and contribute!

Your contributions are helping 
to make this a better world

Fifth-graders raked leaves for an elderly 
neighbor in mid-November.



Principal update,  Ann Johnson:  

Wednesdays are our walk to school day. The 
buses even drop the kids off at Langford 
Park so they can take part in it, as well. The 
kids really are enjoying this. Jump Rope for 
Heart is an event that occurs every three 
years. This is the year and we will most likely  
hold this fundraiser in January.

Fundraising Update:

Fall Festival- Ticket sales brought in $6155, 
Silent Auction $12,792 with a bit more on 
the way giving our total around $19,000 
minus taco cost. An excellent year.  We had 
a high number of attendees and booths that 
seemed to be highlights were the science 
room and haunted house. Ideas for next 
year to signal high scare and low scare 
would be music rather than walking through 
to let team know.  This could quicken the 
lines a bit. The police officer noted how 
wonderful of an event we hold. One of the 
best he has been a part of.

Chinook Book - Sales down by about 50 
percent from last year. We’re at about $932 
right now.

Art Sale - 120 orders in right now.  We get 
30%.  Increase in orders means increase in out 
profit.

Treasurer update:

Jamie is willing to do our taxes this year 
although it was talked about last year to hire 
this out.

Grant Committee- We would like to welcome 
Jana Robbins as the new coordinator.  She is 
looking for any information on past grants.  
Ann is ready with this. There is grant calendar 
both for SPPS and SAP. We are more 
interested in our SAP one though.

Site Council Communications, Angie 
Anderson & Michelle Riehle:

Questions came up tonight about spirit wear.  
Lauren took it on to look into getting some for 
sale. Maybe some new options. How do we get 
them noticed? Tables at events, order forms...

Communications:

• Andy - Deadline?  Done and ready to go

• Newsletter - Chris Havens-Deadline Nov 25

• Monthly emails - Kristina

• Facebook - Angie P

Correction from last month: 

SAPSA received an environmental and art 
Grant not a tech Grant from SAP Community 
Foundation for $6800

Attendees: 

Ann, Courtney, Andy, Julie, Lauren, Tari, 
Andrea, Angie, Anita, Tina

SAPSA Board meeting minutes:
Nov. 9, 2016
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2016-17 Meeting Dates:  
The SAPSA board meets on the second 
Tuesday of most months during the school 
year.  All meetings will take place at 6:30 
p.m. in the school library, unless otherwise 
noted.
• Jan. 10
• Feb. 14
• April 11 
• May 9
• June 6 (8:30 a.m.) 
* December and March meetings might be 
scheduled as needed.

Site Council is a group of parents, staff 
and community members. Its mission is 
to offer an opportunity to enhance 
education for all children at St. Anthony 
Park by strengthening our sense of 
community. 

For information on what Site Council is, 
please check out http://
stanthony.spps.org/Site_Council. There, 
you can find our mission, council 
membership and meeting minutes. 
Some St. Paul Public Schools 
Information we wanted to share. 

1. The School Board has changed the 
voting date for school start times. The 
vote will now take place on Dec. 13. The 
delay will allow time for the newly 
elected board member, Jeannie Foster, 
to participate in the discussion and the 
vote. Provide feedback or get addition 
information at http://www.spps.org/
starttimes.

2. As many of you know, the district is 
facing a projected $20 million or more 
deficit for the 2017-18 school year. To be 
proactive in our preparation for such 
cuts and gather community information, 
Site Council will plan to host a meeting 
in January to begin discussions as a 
school community on how we meet the 
challenge of expected budget cuts. Look 
for meeting information early in the 
New Year.

3. The St. Paul Public Schools will have 
a School Choice Fair focused on families 
exploring Pre-K and Kindergarten 
programs. It will be held Jan. 7 at 
Washington Technology Magnet School. 
More information can be found http://
www.spps.org/schoolchoicefair.

4. As always, minutes from the Site 
Council Meetings and other relevant 
information can be found at http://
www.spps.org/Domain/229.

SAPSA Officers

President
Anita Severt, akord01@gmail.com
Angie Pierach, angie.pierach@yahoo.com

Vice President
Andrew McNattin, 
andrew@homemastersllc.com

Treasurer
Jamie Mason, jamiemike2@msn.com

Secretary
Andrea Banat, imsamiusa@yahoo.com

Communications Chair
Kristina Halvorson, 
kristina@braintraffic.com

Fundraising Chair
OPEN POSITION

Volunteer Coordinator
OPEN POSITION

Find SAPSA on Facebook, 
www.facebook.com/SAPSAinfo 

Site Council: 
Vote delayed on 
school times; 
district deficit

http://www.spps.org/Domain/229
http://www.spps.org/Domain/229
http://www.spps.org/Domain/229
http://www.spps.org/Domain/229
mailto:akord01@gmail.com
mailto:akord01@gmail.com
mailto:angie.pierach@yahoo.com
mailto:angie.pierach@yahoo.com
mailto:andrew@homemastersllc.com
mailto:andrew@homemastersllc.com
mailto:jamiemike2@msn.com
mailto:jamiemike2@msn.com
mailto:imsamiusa@yahoo.com
mailto:imsamiusa@yahoo.com
mailto:kristina@braintraffic.com
mailto:kristina@braintraffic.com

